My Dear Friends in Christ:

| am amazed that we have come to the last week
of August and summer is nearly over. Though it
is very tempting | promised myself that | would not
write anything about the kind of summer we have
experienced — and a promise is a promise. So, if |
can’t ruminate on the past, let me talk about the
future. Well, not just the future generically but the
future specifically at St. Luke’s.

As you know, we now have five special groups
that are looking at, discussing, learning about and
starting to over-see five areas of ministry priority.
You can read all about the activities of these
groups in the following pages. | have been trying
to attend each meeting of each group and | must
say that | am absolutely amazed at the amount of
energy and excitement in these groups. Already
many things have happened and my goodness
how many more wonderful ideas and hopes and
plans are starting to simmer. It would be
wonderful if every member of Saint Luke’s were
part of at least one of these five ministry groups.
Perhaps you too have wonderful ideas about our
common ministry and how we can further God’s
kingdom. Perhaps grand ideas are not your forte
but you have some time everyday that you could
uphold one of these groups or one of these
ministry priorities in prayer. There is a place for
every one of us in the future ministry of Saint
Luke’s so don’t let yourself be left out. Think
about the five groups and pray about which of the
groups you will join.

Another exciting event coming in September is
“Back To Church Sunday”. Across our Diocese
churches are encouraging their members to bring
a friend or neighbour to church with them on
September 27, 2009. In general we Anglicans are
not very good at sharing our faith with others. We
like to think of our faith and our church
involvement as personal things. Yet in
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scripture Jesus clearly challenges us to go out
into the world to proclaim the wonders of God’s
kingdom and to share the love of Christ Jesus. Do
you remember the wonderful old hymn “Onward
Christian Soldiers”? Yes, the title is very
militaristic as are many of the words. But still there
is the wonderful line that says, with the cross of
Jesus, going on before. Note that the line is not
with the cross of Jesus, hid behind the door.
“Back to Church Sunday” is a great opportunity for
us to exercise our faith by simply offering an
invitation. That is all we need to do, just offer an
invitation. The rest is up to God. And just for
interest sake, where other churches have done
this, where they have gotten past their timidity and
actually invited others, thirteen percent of those
invited the once kept coming back. That is
ministry! Who is God asking you to invite to
church?

There are so many other events and exciting
things about to happen here at Saint Luke’s over
the next few months. Many of them are listed or
written up in this expanded issue of The Beacon.
Please note them and mark your calendars now
so that you can be an integral part of the vibrant
future of Saint Luke’s, Dixie South.

My friends, we have a wonderful church and an
even more wonderful opportunity to be the church
in our community. Sometimes it takes very little to
make a big difference - every little bit helps. We
need to work together for the common good with
each of us contributing the fullest that we can. In
his Treasurer’'s Report, lan Thompson says that it
takes money to run a church and even more
money to run a good church. Let me paraphrase
that in regard to all our non-monetary
contributions. Inadequate contributions will
produce an inadequate church, unexceptional
contributions will yield an unexceptional church
and just enough contributions will enable a church
enough to just get by. |image a vibrate church,
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abundant and rich and such a church can result
only from vibrant, abundant and rich contributions.
Our Church of St. Luke can become only what we
are prepared to give it. May we each give in full
accord with the blessings that we have received
and may God continue to bless us as we move
into the future to which we are being call.

Ric Miller, Incumbent

THE FABULOUS FIVE!!!

Over the summer months the five parish groups
(Welcoming Ministry, Worship, Proclaiming the
Good News, Teaching and Learning and Pastoral
Care) have continued to meet to strengthen the
work of all aspects of our parish life. Listed
below are reports on the progress of some of the
groups. Each month we will continue to keep you
up to date with all the happenings in these groups.

WORSHIP GROUP: Our group started with
three members but has grown to a membership of
ten people. The main focus of the worship group
is not to make big changes in the way our worship
services are presented but to enrich what we
already have as laid out in our Book of Common
Prayer and the Book of Alternative Services.
Within this framework we have looked at lay
participation in our services, youth involvement,
special music, the physical plant wherein we
worship, special services, and how to enrich
them, and other forms of worship such as “The
Messy Church” programme (see Bob Gibbons
report on page five of this issue). During the
summer months you may have noticed small
changes in our service — the BCP service is now
printed in the Sunday Bulletin - some Sundays we
read the Psalm responsively - different responses
following the reading of the lessons and the use of
a variety of different Eucharist Prayers.

We meet again in September. New members are
always encouraged and warmly welcomed.

PASTORAL CARE:

Coming to a Church Near You!
The Pastoral Care Ministry Group, newly formed,
will attempt to offer pastoral care to all at St.
Luke’s. We will be working with our Incumbent

to provide whatever skills we can recruit to be
available to all who need this care. However, we
need to hear from you. Do you need pastoral care
in areas such as:’

A friendly visit

A social service contact

A telephone call

Shut-in Holy Communion

Talk with a priest

Pastoral counseling.
In September we will provide a box at the back of
the church in which you may drop your written
requests, or you may contact one of the members
of the committee listed at the end of this article or
leave a message at the church office, 905-278-
1811.

All information received by this committee will be
treated with the utmost care and confidentiality.
Members of the Pastoral Care Committee are:
Co-Chairs Ellen Shilton, Grace Harte
Members: Lois Marshall
Don Beatty
Diane St. Amour
The Rev. Ric Miller

WELCOMING GROUP: The Welcoming
Group has begun its work and plans to provide
greeters at all services to meet new people or
visitors, make them feel welcome, answer any
questions they may have, introduce them to the
Rector, and provide them with a package of
information about the parish and its programmes
(possible in the form of a CD or DVD). The
greeters would work separately from that of the
sidespeople.

To begin this work and to further its goals a strong
team of parishioners will be required. If you are
interested in assisting in this special, but not
demanding, ministry please contact the Rector
who will then put you in touch with the
Welcoming Group.

TEACHING AND LEARNING: The Teaching and
Learning group has begun it work by making it easy
for all of us to bring in our bottle caps, postage stamps,
eye glasses etc. by providing clearly labeled baskets for
each item.

We will report on the work of thePROCLAMATION
GROUP in future issues of the Beacon.



Seniors Luncheons — Coming in October

Our Seniors Luncheons will continue with a few
changes. PLEASE NOTE The luncheons will
resume on the third WEDNESDAY (no longer
Thursday) of each month at 12 noon to 1:15 pm
beginning WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21°". They are
held at the “Skylight Café” at Gordon Graydon
Secondary School on Ogden Avenue and include a
salad, hot entrée, dessert, coffee and tea. To reserve a
spot you may call Ellen Shilton between October 1"
and Sunday October 18". At 905-276-7443.

Connie Vincent has graciously offered to host the
luncheons, but we are looking for someone as
“backup” in the event that she is unable to attend
because of illness or some unforeseen circumstance.
All it requires is for you to arrive between 11:00-
11:15 am, greet and seat the guests as they arrive and
contact the kitchen when lunch is ready to be served.
If you are interested please call Ellen Shilton.

Also, occasionally some parishioners need a ride. If
you are available on the third Wednesday of each
month or could act as “backup” for our regular
drivers please call Ellen.

Finally, we recognize birthdays of our guests each
month with a card and a small gift from the
“Birthday Basket”. If you have new or unused small
items that might do as a gift, please leave it in the
“Birthday Box” on the table in the Parish Hall.

Items such as candles, hard candies or mints, candy
dishes, mugs, soaps, small packets of tea, tea towels
or other kitchen linens, small garden pots or planters
or any small gift you may have received and would be
willing to “re-gift” would be suitable.

IF you can help with any of the above, or if you
would like more information, call Ellen Shilton at
905-276-7443.

OUTREACH REPORT
September is peeking around the corner and so
is our upcoming OUTREACH WALK. Please
mark your calendars; SUNDAY, SEPT. 20 ™.
following the 10:30 am Service. All details will
be posted in the weekly bulletins as well as in
the Fellowship Hall. This is a sponsorship
event with all donations going to local outrach
projects. A brown bag lunch will be provided
for all walkers. We have alot of fun and good
laughs. Come and join us for a great
afternoon?

St. Luke’s Day Celebrations will begin on
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 ™. with a hot
roast beef dinner with all thetrimmings.
Watch for details — tickets will be sold for this
function.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22 ™. Fruit and
muffins we be served following the 8:30 service
and soup and sandwich following the 10:30
service. Proceeds will go to further outreach
projects.

Captain Marshall’s Bible Studies
will begin
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14,7: 30 PM
In the Vine Room, Chapel.

Looking ahead: Operation Christmas Child- Now
is the time to watch for savings on back to school
supplies etc. for your Shoes Boxes in the fall.

Postage Stamps for Leprosy Mission of
Canada

There is a letter on the notice board in the
Fellowship Hall, addressed to the members of
St. Luke’s, from the Leprosy Mission of
Canada. Please take a few minutes to read it!
Leprosy can be cured. We are asked to save
our “used” postage stamps — the mission
sells them to Stamp Dealers, and the monies
accrued buy much needed medicines for
Leprosy patients. Please save every stamp
you receive. Do not attempt to tear the stamp
off the envelope by hand as there is a
possibility that you will injure the stamp. Your
volunteer will gladly clean each stamp as
directed by the Leprosy Mission. There are
two well marked containers in the Fellowship
Hall - they await your used postage stamps.
Please give generously.

Rowena Watson.




Report from the Treasurer
Financial Update Summer 2009
Thank-you for your continuing support to the
parish in these difficult times.

As might be expected in these volatile
financial times, the picture of the parish is mixed.
Some have found the means to increase their financial
support to the parish and other have found it necessary
to reduce their contributions. Some of our reserve fund
is invested in the stock market. Last year (2008) that
hurt as the market declined precipitously and the value
of the investments declined by $19,786. So far this
year (2009) market increases have returned $11,021 of
that loss. Hard work on the successful yard sale in
June raised over $3,000. A bridge and euchre
tournament scheduled for this fall is on track to raise a
similar amount.

Year to date expenditures to the end of July are
within the norms for this time of year. Total
expenditures from the operating fund were $108,467
which is very similar to the $107,356 spent in the same
period last year. Ofthe total spent to date, 65% went
to personnel costs (rector, organist, sexton, secretary,
and honorariums), 10% to the diocese and the balance
of' 25% to supplies, services (e.g phone), and outside
contractors (e.g.— snow plowing, removal of
dangerous trees).

Many of you have noticed the frequent
appearance of frowns in the weekly bulletin. The
smiles and frowns only cover donations to the
operating account which is used to fund the activities
of the parish and assume that $25,000 (or 15% of our
annual donations) are received in December. They do
not cover donations to the capital account or to assist
other charities through our outreach givings.

To the end ofJuly 2009, donations through
envelopes and pre-authorized givings to thetwo major
operating and capital funds were as follows:

Operating Capital Total
Fund Fund

Donations $85,710 $4,489 90,199
This Year (to
July 31,
2009)
Donations $94,884 2,347 97,231
Last Year (to
July 2008)
Decline2009 10% 7%
vs 2008

Our budget for the year planned for donations to the
operating fund of $170,000 (slightly less than that received
in 2008) and continuing donations to the capital fund to
replenish it for the cost of the windows (started in the late
summer of 2008) and allow for other capital projects.

Overall Summary

In total, donations to the operating fund have
been consistently behind expectations by about 10%
(or $17,000 for the total year). The successful yard
sale and bridge tournaments, will bring in about $2,500
more than expected, such that the parish is on a track to
be short of'its budgeted revenues by about $15,000 for
20009.

It takes a lot of money to run a church, even
more to run a good one. In the short term, shortfalls
can be funded from our reserve funds, such that the
parish can continue to operate on a declining basis. In
the long term, the health of the parish requires strong
financial support.

Please continue to prayerfully consider how you can
continue to support St. Luke’s financially and
personally.

Faithfully yours,

Ian Thompson
Treasurer

ST. LUKE’S BRIDGE AND
EUCHRE LUNCHEON

Thursday, October 29, 2009
12:00 noon
Tickets may be purchased at
$80.
per table

Contact the Church Office
(905-278-1811) for ticket
purchase details

PRIZES - DELICIOUS LUNCH -
RAFFLES



SYNOD —2009-A PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE
Robert Gibbons

L3

“Messy”. I first became acquainted with the word
and its meaning as a youngster. I’m sure some of you have
heard, “Go up and clean your messy room”; “Comb your
messy hair before you go out”; “Take off those messy boots
before you come into the house”.

“Messy” was not always a negative term to me,
however. In fact I remember my mother reading a classic
British children’s book to me in which “messy” was a
predominate theme. In, The Wind in the Willows, the
author’s characters were often described as “messing
around”, “messing about on the river” and Ratty, a vole, was
always, “messing around with boats”. In a popular film
version of the book, a delightful song, Messing about on the
River was sung by Eric Idle of Monty Python fame. Perhaps
Ratty and Mr. Toad were not themselves actually “messy”
but some of the fun things they did were a little unorthodox,
a little mischievous and therefore rather appealing to the
readers of the book.

I became familiar with “messy” at an early age.

At Synod this year, as every year, there were many
workshops one could attend. For me, they all looked rather
appealing. It was difficult to make a choice. For example;
-No More Turning Away: Responding to HIV/AIDS.

-The Missional Narrative Budget: How to Write Your
Parish’s Sacred Story.

-Climate Change: What You and Your Parish Can Do.

-The Council of the North.

-Primate’s World Relief and Develop ment Fund.

-Poverty: Turning the Tide.

-Children’s and Youth Ministry: Ideas and Future Directions

-The Anglican Consultative Council... What’s All The Fuss
About?

-Evangelism

-Growing Your Spirituality

-The Messy Church.

Wait a minute, Messy Church? Visions of my boots,
my hair, my room, Ratty and Mr. Toad all came flooding
back to me! This must be the one I shall attend.

Messy Church
Leader: The Rev. Judy Paulson and Ruth Delaney

from Christ Memorial Church, Oshawa.

“Messy Church is a “Fresh Expression” of church. It is
church service for all ages exploring stories of the Bible
through songs, crafts, games, picture books, movies and
more. It’s a once a month time of creativity, worship and
sharing. Christ Church, Oshawa, does Messy Chu rch on
Saturday mornings and will share their experiences with you
in session. They put the coffee on for parents still waking up
and welcome kids of all ages into this great church program.
Come and learn from those who are doing Messy Church,
share your stories and ask your questions.”

In note form, I’ll describe what I learned at this workshop:

WHY IT WAS STARTED

It began with a question: “How come we often don’t see
baptized children and parents ever again following the
baptism?” “What do we have to do to communicate with
them?”

That led to research and listening: “These days, Sunday
doesn’t work for families with little ones.” “We gave up.”

THE EXPERIMENT
Once a month
An hour on Saturday morning 10:30 — 11:30
Parents encouraged to attend and take part
A particular focus on families with young children 2 to 6
A story from the Bible told in many different ways
Learning and worshipping together
Building community

WHAT WE DO AT MESSY CHURCH

Gathering (free play to begin)

Opening songs and pra yer i.e. Rise And Shine

Telling the story (DVD, story book, drama, puppets, 3-5
mins

Remembering the story (games)

Reinforcing the story (crafts —flannel graph, take home
craft)

Re-telling the story (wrap up)

Closing songs (song of the day i.e. He’s Got The Whole
World...

The Grace (with actions)

OUR SPACE AND SET -UP

Large group area

Craft area

Play and games area (musical instruments)
Resource table (books on it)

Coffee, tea and juice area

Teenagers are welcome to be greeters
and participate in the process

GOALS

Connect with young parents
Teach key stories from the Bible
Worship together

Whether this concept would be something

St. Luke’s might be interested in is being explore d. To that
end, our Worship Group has asked me to see if Messy
Church would allow me to videotape a typical Saturday
morning session to bring back to St. Luke’s for viewing. On
October 17th I'll attend and survey the service and on
November 14" I’ll tape it. They have told me they would be
delighted to co-operate in this endeavor.

By the way, at the end of the workshop, I accidentally
spilled my coffee all over the floor.



may bring one of their little furry friends with

CELEBRATIONS them!
Marriages:
e ) Congratulations to Peter Opportunities for Ministry
\j’v Cieslak and Kathleen Wood
A (Nancy Cook’s Have you ever wondered how you could help the
&f% Grandaughter) married many in need around our world of those close to
June 26, 2009 at Saint home? Well, here’s one simple way. Just drop
Lukes: the following items into the designated boxes in
< Congratulations to Remy the Fellowship Hall. Your contributions will go to

agencies that will turn them into ministry. You can

DiGiovanni and Debbie help.

Allworth (Marie Allworth’s granddaughter)
married July 26, 2009 at Saint Luke’s; Milk Bags: (see article page 7)

e OQOuter milk bags

Baptisms: Welcome to the Family of God to e Rinsed and dried
those baptized: e For the “Sweet Dreams Project”
Fraser Drinkwater — June 28, 2009 e Made into sleeping mats and distributed
Bernard Millingtom — July 26, 2009 abroad.
Dianne Carrol and Benjamin, Abbey, Karlee,
Bryer and Brice Roberts — August 23, 2009. Toiletries and Grooming Aids
e New, sealed products
FULEEE50655006555065550¢ e Travel size

e For crisis shelters, such as Our Place Peel
Church School News

Used Postage Stamps: (see article page 3)

The Church School programme begins e Leave a half inch margin of envelope
Sunday, September 13" around the edge
10:30 am e For the Leprosy Mission

Please join us as we being a new year. e Sold in bulk to fund international projects
- There are two very important dates to ~  Used Eye Glasses
< remember — St. Luke’s Outreach Walk, §§ e Any kind
© Sunday, Sept. 20". following the 10:30 am  * e Forthe Gift of Sight Project
~ Service. Lunch is provided, but wear walking - e Distributed in Canada, USA, and abroad

- Shoes! © Cutlery Packet
“ Sunday, Sept. 27" Back to Church Sunday “ u 'erys af de S kets of plastic cutlerv. napkin
.. where you are encouraged to bring a friend to 5 caled packets of plas ry, hapxin,

> ; . hand wipe from fast food
N Chgr_cﬁ. We will have special treats and «  For Open Door Dinners
© activities.

S ¢ Aluminum Pop Tabs
e Aluminum pull tabs from pop cans etc.
The Dorcas Group invites anyone who may * For Pop Tabs for Wheelchairs

be interested in attending their meeting
Tuesday, October 20" at 1:30 p.m. They will
have a guest speaker from the Mississauga
Humane Society to talk of their work and to
connect with those members of the group
who will provide small knitted blankets for the
animal’'s comfort. There is a hint that they

Also our food chest is always
open to receive non-perishable
items to be shared with those in
our community.




