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To know Christ and to make Him known in worship, 

fellowship and service. 

My Dear Friends in Christ, 

  

Grace and peace to you in the name of the babe of Bethlehem. 

  

A number of months ago I received an early and quite unexpected Christmas gift. You see sometime last spring I picked up one of Steve 

Earle’s earlier LP’s entitled Copperhead Road. The music on the album is mostly country but with some rock ‘n’ roll influence. Certainly his 

musical styling and gritty southern accent are not everyone’s cup of tea but if it were your cup of tea, you would probably play it loudly, that 

is, until the Christmas gift! 

  

Do you know Steve Earle? Steve is a musician, a singer-songwriter, a published poet and playwright and a music producer. He is also a 

political activist who is the subject of a documentary film and a biography or two. He has received two Grammy Awards having been 

nominated thirteen times. He is an ex-con, was a drug addict and has been married seven times. Musically he is quite diverse - at one time he 

was seen as a savior of country music and at another time he was labeled by some as the “new Bruce Spingsteen”. He began his career in the 

rockabilly style and though he has explored and performed country and western as well as rock ‘n’ roll his two Grammy Awards are for 

contemporary folk music albums.  

  

Yet, from this perhaps very unlikely source I have received a wonderful Christmas gift, a gift I would like to now share with you. It is like 

that last tiny Christmas package with its tiny bow tucked safely on one of the upper branches of the Christmas tree. The gift is the very last 

song on the B side of Steve’s Copperhead Road LP. It is a soft, strongly country, song called Nothing But A Child. From this rugged, hard-

living man who has become known as “the hard-core troubadour” comes this tender and insightful ballad that reveals a profound and heartfelt 

understanding of the miracle that is God’s Christmas gift to us all. Here are the lyrics: 

  

Once upon a time in a far off land, 

Wise men saw a sign and set out ‘cross the sand, 

Songs of praise to sing, they travelled day and night, 

Precious gifts to bring, guided by the light. 

  

They chased a brand new star, ever towards the west, 

Across the mountains far, but when it came to rest, 

They scarce believed their eyes, they’d come so many miles, 

And the miracle they prized was nothing but a child. 

  

Nothing but a child could wash those tears away, 

Or guide a weary world into the light of day, 

And nothing but a child could help erase those miles, 

So once again we all can be children for a while. 

  

Now all around the world, in every little town, 

Everyday is heard a precious little sound, 

And every mother kind and every father proud, 

Looks down in awe to find another chance allowed. 

  

Nothing but a child could wash those tears away, 

Or guide a weary world into the light of day, 

And nothing but a child could help erase those miles, 

So once again we all can be children for a while. 

  

Nothing but a baby, nothing but a child! 

  

For me, Steve’s song is a powerful proclamation of the greatest and most wonderful gift - the Christ child. Truly, the Christmas miracle is 

nothing but a child and nothing but a child can guide our weary world into the light of day. Nothing but a child can show us that we are 

children of God. Nothing but a child can guide our weary world into the light of God’s new day.  Nothing but a child... the miracle of 

Christmas is nothing but a child. 

  

Perhaps these lyrics might become an song of praise for us as we “set out ‘cross the sand” of our Advent journey and may the babe of 

Bethlehem be the miracle that we prize above all else this Christmas. 

  

Yours in Christ’s love, 

 

 



 

UPDATES:   

 

Windows Appeal – Target $20,000. 

          To Date $  4,690 

 

Outreach Committee – 

Outreach Walk $2,218.50 

Feast of St. Luke             275.00 

Year to Date                 4,302.00 

Photos of the St. Luke’s Dinner are posted on the 

Bulletin Board. 

 

******************************************** 

Open Door 

Many thanks to all who made donations of food or 

money to help with the Open Door Dinner.  The event 

was a huge success.  As well as enjoying the meal 

guests enjoyed the singing of Rebecca and Krista 

McGinn.  The Open Door has a need for baby formula. 

Drop off any donations at the Church and they will be 

forwarded.  Take a minute to read through their annual 

report posted on the bulletin board. 

 

******************************************** 

 

“The Chest” 

Non perishable food continues to be collected for our 

local food bank in the chest located in front of the 

cloak room.  A small weekly donation will make a big 

difference in the lives of others in our community. 

 

 

       Bake Sale – Bake Sale – Bake Sale – Bake Sale  

 

A bake sale will be held on SUNDAY, DEC. 7

TH

. 

following both the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services.  

All proceeds will go to the “Windows Appeal”. 

   

 

SAVE YOUR STAMPS 

 

As we look forward to receiving special mail at this 

Advent and Christmas season may we remind you to 

please save all your used postage stamps for the 

Leprosy Mission.  Leprosy is a very ancient and very 

modern illness – our properly cleaned stamps can be 

sold by the Leprosy Mission and resulting funds used 

to pay for corrective medicine.  Leprosy is curable but 

the medication is expensive.  Let our used postage 

stamps have a second life the Christmas.  For further 

information see the notice on the notice board in the 

parish hall.   

 

 

 

A Note From Gordon Graydon Memorial 

Secondary School. 

 

Thank you for your generous 

contribution to our graduation 

awards this year.  Your support of 

our students is greatly appreciated.  

This gift helped us to recognize the many 

special achievements of the graduating 

students at Gordon Graydon.  The graduates 

and the staff would like to thank you. 

   Navreet Woodwall, 

   Awards Co-ordinator 

 

 

SENIORS LUNCHEON 

Our next Seniors Luncheon will be held on 

Thursday, Dec. 18

th

. at Gordon Graydon Secondary 

School in the Skylight Café  11:45 – 1:15.  Be sure to 

book your seat for this 3 course hot pre-Christmas 

dinner for only $7.50.  It’s guaranteed to be delicious, 

and we will provide Christmas music at the very 

talented hands of Gloria Johnson on the piano.  

Special Christmas baking is available the day of the 

luncheon.  Call Ellen Shilton @ 905-276-7433 

between Dec. 1

st

. and Dec. 14

th

.  rides are available 

upon request.  Bring a friend for a special Christmas 

treat!  See you there! 

    Ellen Shilton. 

 

The “Canadian Church Calendar” 

for 2009 is now available at a cost of 

$7.00 each.  The spectacular photos 

this year of glimpses of “this fragile 

earth, our island home”. 

Please see June Bruce or Olga 

Mathews to obtain your copy. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Advent Candlelight Service 

And Christmas Boutique 

Tuesday, December 9

th

. 

7:30 p.m. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

249 Operation Christmas Child Boxes were 

delivered to the drop off center.  This is our best 

effort yet and coupled with the five previous 

years brings us to a total of 1084 boxes.  Well 

done St. Luke’s - remember to pray for the child 



who gets your box and for safety of those 

delivering them. 

 

Part of the sermon preached by Canon Don Beatty on 

St. Luke’s Day (October 19

th

) - the Ministry of Healing. 

 

 Having been involved with this ministry of healing 

for more than 25 years, I have developed certain principles 

of Healing. There are nine. Not all will be present at every 

healing miracle, but most healings I have witnessed will 

come under one or more of these headings. Let me list the 

nine for you.  

 

1.   God will always honour our prayers. He may not 

always give us what we want, but He does answer 

our prayers. Sometimes the answer is, wait! He 

knows our needs and they may be very different 

from our wants. He is not a benevolent Santa Claus, 

but he does provide for what we need to live life to 

the fullest. 

   

2. I don’t believe God causes sickness. He may use it, 

but he doesn’t cause it. God is a God of healing and 

wholeness and salvation. He is a God of love not 

vengeance. How often have I heard people in 

hospital say, they must be very bad for God to 

afflict them with this sickness? And the look of 

relief on their faces as I start to explain to them that 

God loves them no matter what they have done. He 

is with them to help them in the midst of this 

sickness, but He didn’t cause it! He will help them 

face it, and make them a stronger person because of 

it. Sickness and accidents are a part of life and they 

are more apt to be caused by the devil than God. 

 

3.  God’s time is not the same as our time. His answer 

may be wait, because He is doing something even 

greater through this time. He has an eternity in 

which to work, and we live in the thirty minute 

generation. Everything must be solved within the 

length of our TV programmes. 

 

4.  God uses many methods for healing such as 

doctors, nurses, drugs, therapy, counselling and so 

on.  But he also uses those things Jesus taught us, 

like prayer and anointing and laying on of hands.  

 

5. Death is the ultimate healer. In death we have no 

pain, no defects, no sickness, and no disabilities. 

We are one in Christ Jesus. The word for salvation 

comes from the same Greek word as healing and 

wholeness. Jesus wants us to be one in him for 

eternity, and that wholeness starts here in this life. 

  

6. The presence of the community of faith is important 

in healing. It is not your faith that is as important as 

the faith of the community gathered around you.  

  

7. The need for confession and forgiveness is very 

important in clearing the channels for God to heal. 

  

 

 

 

We are more receptive to God when we are able to 

get off our chest those things which can weigh us 

down, to seek out forgiveness from one another if 

necessary, and to realize God’s great love for us is 

so strong that He does forgive the penitent. If we 

turn to God, He will not turn away from us. 

 

8  I believe something always happens when we ask 

God for healing. It may not be what we expect, but 

it will be what we need. The healings I see most 

often are the healings of relationships between each 

other, and between us and God. And that is often 

what needs to be healed first. When we get these 

relationships in order, other healings naturally fall 

into place.  

  

9.  Jesus continues to heal today through his church, 

the community of love. It is important for love to be 

evident for healings to happen. God continues to 

call us to a ministry of healing in his holy name, 

just as he called his disciples and the early church, 

he calls each one of us today. He wants to offer us 

healing and wholeness and salvation. We need to 

come to him in faith, and ask him to enter our lives 

in a new and profound way, and to touch those 

things within us that need to be made whole. 

 

The ministry of Healing is about the healings of Jesus. It is 

given to the church, his body by Jesus himself. The church 

exercises this healing ministry and all of us can be his 

instruments of healing. It must be exercised within the body 

of Christ. It should be done under the authority and 

discipline of the church. In addition, remember above all 

else, Jesus heals today, through the power of his Holy Spirit 

as he did 2000 plus years ago. Moreover, we must 

remember to give thanks for his healing grace whenever 

healings happen in our lives. 

 

Ministry of Healing 

Prayers of the People at Sunday Services 

 

Prayers for the sick and those in need are offered each 

Sunday.  Time is left for people to say the name of those 

who have asked for prayer.  You may lift that person(s) 

name aloud or silently then. 

  

The Prayer Bowl:  pink cards are placed in the pews upon 

which you may enter the details of your request and place it 

on the offering plate.  See instruction on the card. 

 

Prayer for healing and anointing with oil: on the third 

Sunday (usually) of the month this ministry is conducted by 

the Rev. Canon Don Beatty and Captain Walter Marshall in 

the Vine Room following the 10:30 Service. 


