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  UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN, UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN 

                Isaiah9:6 

 

 

My Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

It is the end of November and soon we will go 

through another change of season. Autumn will 

soon be over and winter will begin. Falling leaves 

will give place to falling snow.  

 

The changing of the seasons is one of the many 

great and wonderful blessings of living in this part 

of the world. Though I must confess that there are 

times in the middle of winter when I wonder why I 

choose to live here rather than in some nice warm 

Caribbean of Mediterranean location, I always 

come back to the realization that I would miss the 

changing seasons that are so very pronounced 

here. 

 

For me, the changing of the seasons helps mark 

the passage of time. The changing of the seasons 

suggests a sense of structure. The changing of 

the seasons offers such wide and rich variety, a 

variety that calls for our attention and invites us to 

participate. Each season is unique and exciting.  

And each season brings it’s own beauty and 

splendour. 

 

Perhaps the changing of seasons is one of the 

reasons I choose to be Anglican.  You see, in the 

Anglican Communion we also mark the changing 

of seasons. At this point, at the end of November, 

we are changing our church season as well as our 

weather season. The long season of Pentecost 

has come to an end and we begin the season of 

Advent. 

The season of Advent is quite short, just four 

Sundays in length. However, let us not be fooled 

by its brevity, for it has great significance.  

 Advent is a season of preparation, of spiritual 

preparation. In the midst of all our other 

preparations  

 

for Christmas, the entertaining, the food, the 

presents we exchange and all the other fixings, 

we, God’s people, have the blessed gift of the 

season of Advent to prepare ourselves once 

again to receive into our hearts and souls the 

baby born to Mary, the Christ. 

 

Advent is, by it’s very nature the season of 

expectation. For us, our preparations are not 

groundless. Rather they are founded on the 

promises of our God and God’s promises fill us 

with the excitement of the expectation of the 

coming of our Lord and Saviour, the Christ.   

 

And the season of Advent is that season of the 

Church year in which we celebrate and give 

thanks for God’s gifts of hope, peace, joy and love 

made know most extensively and radically in the 

life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus of 

Nazareth, the Christ. 

 

In the midst of all our earthy preparations for 

Christmas, in the midst of the ribbons and bows, 

the crowded shopping malls, the tinsel and lights 

and food and times of fellowship, may we not 

neglect the spiritual gifts that are offered to us in 

and through the magnificent season of Advent. 

 

May we all have a joyous season of Advent and 

may all the blessings of the season of Advent 

prepare us and inspire us to gather together on 

Christmas to celebrate the birth in time of the 

timeless Son of God, the Christ. 

 

Yours in the love of Christ, 

 

Richard+ 
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Congratulations Rebecca and Gordon 

 

Those who attended the 10:30 am service on Sunday, 

November 22

nd

 witnessed a moving and unique 

experience as Rebecca and Gordon McGinn, children 

of Andrew and Christa McGinn, were baptized into 

God’s Holy Church by the ancient practice of total 

immersion.  They each took their turn climbing into the 

portable baptismal tank and were completely 

submerged during the act of baptism.  Rebecca and 

Gordon have looked forward to this event in their lives 

and those watching experienced their joy as they 

received communion for the first time.  Following the 

baptism their father preached a wonderful sermon.  

 

Memorial   Altar Flowers 

 

Have you ever wondered how you go about placing 

memorial flowers on the altar on any particular 

Sunday?  There is a signup sheet in the parish hall 

where you can indicate which Sunday you wish to  

place the flowers in memory of loved ones, or to 

honour special  anniversaries, birthdays or 

thanksgivings.   A donation of $60. to cover the 

cost of the flowers  can be placed on the offering 

plate, clearly marked “Flowers” or it could be left in 

the parish office..     

 

Donations towards the cost of special flowers for the 

Christmas season can also be placed on the offering 

plate or left in the office. 

 

Seniors’ Luncheon 

Next Seniors’ Luncheon:  Wednesday, Dec. 16, 

2009: 11:45 – 1:15 pm.  A three course meal 

including salad, hot entrée, dessert, tea and coffee 

for $8.00 per person,  to be held at Gordon 

Graydon Secondary School “Skylight Café”, 1490 

Ogden Avenue.  Christmas baking may be ordered 

ahead of time.  Order forms will be available after 

church on Dec. 6

th

.  To reserve a seat please call 

Ellen Shilton at 905-276-7443 BEFORE SUN. DEC. 

13

TH

.  Rides available upon 

request.

 

 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK  YOU 

Outreach Committee:  The final event for 2009 i.e. The Soup 

and Sandwich Luncheon this past Sunday raised $255 for 

local outreach ministries.  THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH 

for your generous support enabling us to meet our goal!  

Grace Harte, Prio Khan, Marilyn Lutes, Rich Miller, Ted 

Netten, Pat Persaud,  Outreach Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVENT:  Included with 

this edition is a booklet of 

daily readings.  In the rush 

to Christmas we would 

hope that we all make 

time to read and pray 

each day as we journey 

together to the Holy Birth. 

Bless you all, 

          The Proclamation 

Committee. 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child 

 

174 Operation Christmas Child Boxes were 

delivered to the drop-off centre.  These boxes will 

be going to South America and Eastern Europe.  

Thank you St. Luke’s.  In total over the past six 

years we have sent 1258 boxes.  Remember to pray 

for the child who will receive your box and for the 

safety of those delivering them.  Have a blessed 

Christmas. 

 

 

Thank you to all who contributed to the OPEN 

DOOR:   The little room at Square One was 

overflowing with people.  It was more crowded than 

usual – a sign of the times!  Thanks to you, those men, 

women and children experienced a delicious meal.  As 

usual we received many appreciative comments.  

Grateful thanks go to all who donated food and 

money, and to the Church School for the cutlery 

and serviettes.  Thank you also to Chris Harrison 

for helping with delivery and to Rosemary Vezina 

for her invaluable help with serving.  Be sure to drop 

in to see Lynne Culham, her helpers and the work that 

they do.  Open Door is on the ground floor, through 

the doors between Canada Trust and Walmart.  

There is urgent need for baby formula and diapers 

of all sizes.  Many thanks, Grace. 

 

 

The ministry of healing will be offered following 

the 10:30 am Service, Sunday, December 13

th

. 

  

Kindly remember to keep our Food Chest 

overflowing with non-perishable foods to assist all 

to have a good holiday season. 

 

 

 

 


